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downfall of the Eoman Empire, had to make
room for the Komance tongues, viz. : Italian,
Spanish., and French. What really happened
was this. The political rise of Magadha had
helped Magadhi to a corresponding ascendency
over the sister-prakrits, but, when the greatness
of Magadha passed away, these came to the
front again. Prakrit means " natural" or native
speech unaided by the art of the grammarian,
in opposition to Sans&ni, the creation of the
learned.1 People, by their own fireside, used
to converse in the Prakrits, although Sanskrit
was by no means a dead language in the

1 According to the theology of the Brahmins, im-
mortal soul is uncreate, but Nature is begotten. Their
very word for " Nature " is prakriti, i.e., procreation;
hence pr&krit == natural.

What a man " makes " of himself is called his karma
or character. Both karma, and praAnti are derived
from the root kar or kri, i.e., to make, to create. Ear
is merely a fuller form than kri, just as our word star
is but an extension of its Sanskrit equivalent stri, i.e.,
the glitter which is strewn or scattered over the night
sky.

In order to generalise the meaning of a word, the
Greeks use the prefix syn, the Hindus san which is
occasionally lengthened to sans. >%wopsis means a
"general" view or summary, and Sanskrit is, so to
speak, the perfect creation or full expression of the
Indian mind.